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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  3A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  20-2:  MODULE  3 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  105  marks  out  of  the  total  195  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  3.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  review  the  appropriate  topic.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your 
answers  carefully. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If  you  use  a 
computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is  readable.  Include 
your  name,  course  number,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 : Understanding  Short  Stories 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Using  resources  available  to  you,  research  the  poem  “In  Flanders  Fields”  by  John  McCrae. 
Before  you  begin,  write  four  or  five  focus  questions  to  guide  your  research. 

Following  are  some  examples  of  focus  questions: 


• Who  was  John  McCrae? 

• When  was  the  poem  written? 

Proceed  with  your  research  by  seeking  answers  to  your  focus  questions.  When  you  have 
completed  your  research,  write  a short  report  on  your  findings. 

Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  you  write  your  report. 


I have  identified  the  resources  I used  for  my  research. 

I have  written  some  focus  questions  to  guide  my  research. 

I have  an  interesting  and  well- written  topic  sentence. 

I have  used  transitions  to  effectively  link  my  ideas. 

I have  used  correct  paragraph  format. 

I corrected  any  errors  of  spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

Note:  If  you  are  unsure  of  how  to  use  transitions  effectively,  review  “Transitions”  on  pages  76 
and  77  of  Communicate! 
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Name  the  resources  that  you  used  for  your  research. 


a.  List  your  focus  questions. 


b.  Write  your  report  in  the  space  provided  here. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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2.  a.  What  purpose  do  you  think  the  allusion  to  the  poem  “In  Flanders  Fields”  serves  in  the 
story  “Paid-up  Member”? 


b.  If  a reader  were  not  familiar  with  the  poem  “In  Flanders  Fields,”  how  would  it  affect  his 
or  her  understanding  of  the  story  “Paid-up  Member”? 


When  you  have  completed  questions  1 and  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  16 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3.  Read  the  following  introductory  section  of  a short  story.  Then  answer  the  questions  that  come 
after. 


The  Final 

Sharply  at  four,  Devon  and  the  other  seven  runners  were  ushered  slowly  and  solemnly, 
like  men  about  to  be  executed,  out  of  the  dressing  room  toward  the  starting  blocks. 

The  afternoon  shadows  were  lengthening,  pointing  the  way  toward  the  finish  line. 

Devon  had  prepared  himself  for  the  noise  of  the  crowd,  but  what  he  heard  in  the 
middle  of  that  great  stadium  made  his  mouth  go  dry — silence.  A cold,  eerie  hush  had 
fallen  over  the  stadium;  the  only  sound  was  the  slight  rustling  of  the  flags  above  the 
Olympic  flame.  The  people  he  could  see  appeared  frozen,  faces  tensed,  bodies 
hunched  forward  in  concentration.  It  was  as  if  80  000  people  were  holding  then- 
breath  for  the  starter’s  pistol. 

“Take  your  marks.” 

He  could  feel  their  eyes  weighing  him  down,  slowing  his  muscles.  Easy  now,  he  told 
himself,  you’ve  done  it  all  before.  Just  one  more  race,  that’s  all. 

“Set.” 

He’d  made  it  this  far.  The  final  eight.  A hundred  metres.  Just  getting  here  was  enough, 
and  yet . . . 

If  you  get  a good  start,  he  thought.  Get  a good  start . . . Just  one  good  . . . NOW! 

The  gun  went  off  and  the  stadium  let  out  its  breath  in  one  continuous  roar. 


a.  What  words  and  phrases  give  you  the  setting  (time  and  place)  of  the  story? 


b.  Describe  the  mood  of  the  story  before  the  gun  goes  off. 
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c.  What  is  the  point  of  view  of  the  story? 


d.  Describe  the  conflict  that  is  taking  place  or  is  about  to  take  place. 


4. 


Write  a news  story  about  the  discovery  and  solution  of  the  crime  in  “Paid-up  Member”  as  it 
might  have  been  reported  in  a local  newspaper.  Remember  to  use  the  5Ws  + H as  you  write  the 
story.  (You  can  review  these  on  page  89  of  the  Appendix  in  your  Student  Module  Booklet.) 
Consider  the  audience  you  are  writing  for  and  adopt  an  appropriate  tone.  Give  your  news  story 
an  eye-catching  headline.  Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  you  write  your  news  story. 


I have  given  my  news  story  an  eye-catching  title. 

I have  answered  the  5Ws  -i-  H. 

I have  used  an  appropriate  tone. 

I have  considered  my  intended  audience. 

I have  conected  any  errors  of  spelling,  punctuation,  or  grammar. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  4 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

6 marks 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  ideas  flow  smoothly  and  coherently. 

2 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

2 marks 

(There  is  space  provided  for  your  news  story  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  questions  3 and  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  28 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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5. 


Using  “One  of  These  Days”  and  “Lather  and  Nothing  Else,”  write  a critical  response  to  the 
following  questions.  Provide  support  for  your  opinions  with  details  from  the  stories. 


• What  points  of  view  were  used? 

• What  specific  effects  were  achieved  in  each  story  by  using  this  point  of  view? 

• Would  the  story  have  been  more  effective  if  the  writer  had  chosen  a different  point  of 
view? 


Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  you  write  your  response. 


I described  the  point  of  view  used  in  each  story. 

I stated  my  opinion  clearly. 

I provided  specific  and  relevant  supporting  details  from  the  stories. 

I focused  on  the  stories,  not  on  myself. 

I corrected  any  errors  of  spelling,  grammar,  and  punctuation. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  5 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• A clear  understanding  of  the  concept  is  evident. 

• Supporting  details  are  specific  and  relevant. 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

10  marks 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  5,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  34  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 


6. 


In  Lesson  4,  you  explored  the  writing  of  flash  fiction.  Your  assignment  now  is  to  write  a 
piece  of  flash  fiction  and  submit  your  polished  copy  for  assessment.  There  is  space  provided 
on  the  next  page. 


Before  you  begin  your  flash  fiction,  review  the  article  “Flashing  for  Fun  and  Profit”  and  the 
strategies  under  the  heading  “Writing  Flash  Fiction”  in  your  Student  Module  Booklet.  You 
may  wish  to  use  “It  Was  a Year  Ago”  as  a model  for  your  writing.  Review  the  following 
assessment  criteria  to  ensure  that  you  are  fulfilling  all  the  requirements. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  6 

Elements  of  a Short  Story 

• A conflict  is  established. 

• Suspense  builds. 

• There  is  a resolution  that  serves  a purpose. 

• A specific  setting  and  mood  have  been  created. 

• A theme  or  insight  has  been  developed. 

• The  short  story  includes  a twist  ending. 

6 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  sentence  stmcture  is  varied. 

• Words  have  been  carefully  chosen  for  effect. 

• Correct  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  sentence  structure, 
and  grammar  have  been  used. 

4 marks 
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7.  In  Lesson  4,  you  discussed  how  the  picture  on  page  1 14  in  Between  the  Lines  11  serves  to 
illustrate  the  short  short  story  “It  Was  a Year  Ago.”  It  helps  to  set  the  mood  for  the  story  but 
does  not  give  away  the  twist  ending.  With  this  in  mind,  create  a picture  to  illustrate  your 
piece  of  flash  fiction.  You  may  take  a photograph,  draw  a picture,  cut  images  from  old 
magazines,  or  use  a combination.  The  choice  is  yours. 

Your  illustration  will  be  assessed  according  to  the  following  criteria. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  7 

• The  illustration  is  eye-catching  and  appealing. 

• The  illustration  effectively  conveys  the  mood  of  the  story. 

• The  illustration  does  not  give  away  the  story  ending. 

• The  illustration  complements  the  story. 

• The  illustration  is  appropriate  for  the  target  audience. 

5 marks 

When  you  have  completed  questions  6 and  7,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  42 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Section  2:  The  Novel:  Of  Mice  and  Men 

1.  For  each  of  the  following  speeches,  give  the  name  of  the  speaker  and  explain  why  the  speech 
is  an  important  one.  The  first  one  has  been  done  to  help  you  get  started. 

a.  “An’  live  off  the  fatta  the  Ian’,  an’  have  rabbits.” 

Vim  U Vlm4f£eckdMmi^Mf^liM(h£amo^ajjMiMA£^^^ 

Qemqe  ikm  an  a jjO/im  (Ikm  Um  jjoi  Gt^  the  ioMd)  andJlemue  aj^tm  the  nxiUsJM. 

b.  “Ain’t  many  guys  travel  around  together.  I don’t  know  why.” 


c.  “S’pose  I went  in  with  you  guys.  Tha’s  three  hunderd  an’  fifty  bucks  I’d  put  in.” 


d.  “You’re  nuts,  but  you’re  a kinda  nice  fella.  Jus’  like  a big  baby.” 


e.  “Well,  I can’t  stand  him  in  here.” 
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f.  “With  us  it  ain’t  like  that.  We  got  a future.  We  got  somebody  to  talk  to  that  gives  a damn 
about  us.” 


2. 


People  may  face  loneliness  when  others  shun  them  because  of  their  race,  religion,  gender, 
age,  size,  or  mental  ability.  The  people  who  exclude  them  for  these  reasons  are  guilty  of 
discrimination.  Several  characters  in  the  novel  are  discriminated  against.  Give  a reason  each 
of  the  following  characters  experiences  discrimination.  Also,  identify  the  source  of  the 
discrimination  by  naming  the  person  or  group  who  discriminates  against  them.  One  has  been 
done  to  help  you  get  started. 


Curley’s  wife 

• jjemaJ^  (m  ciM-mci^ 

hoAed  on 

c^endeA.) 

• enmifono,  imdndinc^  keA 
kuAJjumd  Qu/dei^ 

Candy 

Lennie 

Crooks 

When  you  have  completed  questions  1 and  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  56 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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3. 


In  Lesson  4,  you  examined  the  language  used  by  the  characters  in  Of  Mice  and  Men. 
Although  much  of  their  language  is  not  standard  English — or  even  politically  correct — it  suits 
the  characters  and  the  setting  of  the  story.  The  language  spoken  by  the  characters  reveals 
much  about  the  characters  and  it  also  makes  them  realistic.  As  well  in  this  lesson,  you 
reviewed  how  to  write  dialogue  effectively. 


Using  what  you  have  learned  about  developing  characters  through  speech,  write  a short 
dialogue  involving  one  of  the  following  situations: 

• two  people  discussing  the  outcome  of  the  previous  night’s  hockey  game  (or  other 
sporting  event) 

• a student  (or  employee)  explaining  to  his  or  her  teacher  (or  employer)  why  he  or  she  is 
late  for  class  (or  work) 

• a situation  of  your  choosing 

Your  dialogue  should  consist  of  five  or  six  speeches.  Keep  in  mind  you  are  not  asked  to  write 
a complete  story  but  rather  a short  exchange  between  two  people.  You  may  wish  to  use  the 
second  dialogue  between  Shasta  and  Matt  in  your  Student  Module  Booklet  as  a model.  Be 
sure  the  language  that  you  use  is  appropriate  for  the  situation  and  the  characters. 


Use  the  following  checklist  to  help  you  write  your  dialogue. 


I have  used  language  appropriate  to  the  situation. 

My  dialogue  reveals  something  about  the  characters. 

I have  used  a variety  of  speaker  tags. 

I have  used  correct  punctuation. 

I started  a new  paragraph  for  each  new  speaker. 

(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  61  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 
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4.  Explain  how  the  idea  contained  in  the  poem  “To  a Mouse”  fits  the  idea  in  the  novel  Of  Mice 
and  Men. 


When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  64  in  the 
Student  Module  Booklet. 

5.  Do  you  think  George’s  killing  of  Lennie  was  justifiable?  Why  or  why  not? 
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6. 


Choose  one  of  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  for  this  section  that  you  are  willing  to  share. 
Polish  this  journal  entry  and  write  it  in  the  space  provided  on  the  next  page.  Review  the 
Journal  Assessment  Criteria  that  follows  before  you  write  your  polished  copy. 


Journal  Assessment  Criteria 

Content 

Ideas  are  thoughtful,  perceptive,  and  original.  The  content  is  detailed  and 
the  writer’s  purpose  and  sense  of  audience  is  self-evident.  An  organizing 
principle  makes  ideas  easy  to  follow. 

6 marks 

Ideas  are  generally  thoughtful  and  perceptive  but  lack  originality.  Some 
details  are  included,  but  the  writer’s  purpose  and  sense  of  audience  are 
not  always  evident.  An  organizing  principle  is  present  but  not  consistently 
maintained. 

4 marks 

Ideas  are  not  particularly  thoughtful,  perceptive,  or  original.  Details  are 
sketchy  and  there  is  little  evidence  of  a consistent  purpose  and  sense  of 
audience.  Content  seems  largely  disconnected. 

2 marks 

Ideas  are  not  at  all  clear,  and  any  detail  is  confusing  and  conflicting.  The 
writing  displays  little  or  no  understanding  of  the  task. 

Insufficient 

Writing  Skills 

Language  has  been  selected  that  reflects  thoughtful  creativity.  The  writing 
has  been  effectively  revised  and  edited  for  errors  in  grammar,  spelling, 
and  punctuation. 

4 marks 

The  language  used  is  generally  appropriate  but  often  vague  or  general. 

There  is  evidence  of  revision  and  editing  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  and 
punctuation,  but  errors  persist  that  might  interfere  with  comprehension. 

2 marks 

The  language  used  is  inaccurate  and  inappropriate.  There  is  no  clear 
evidence  of  revision  or  editing  for  errors  in  grammar,  spelling,  or 
punctuation. 

Insufficient 
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Journal  Entry 


When  you  have  completed  questions  5 and  6,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  67 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


Submit  Assignment  Booklet  3A  for  assessment. 


©2003 


